The Altar & After Devotionals: Book of Romans
&after

BELIEVING /N JESUS VS.
BELONGING 70 HIM

SCRIPTURE

Romans 1:3—4 (NLT)

“The Good News is about his Son. In his earthly
life he was born into King David’s family line, and

he was shown to be the Son of God when he was
raised from the dead by the power of the Holy
Spirit. He is Jesus Christ our Lord.”
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DEVOTIONAL REFLECTION:

This scripture reminds us that our faith isn’t built on feelings or tradition, it's built on proof.
Jesus didn’t just talk about being the Son of God, He demonstrated it through His resurrection.

After He rose from the dead, He appeared to hundreds — Peter, the disciples, Mary Magdalene,
Thomas who touched His wounds, and even a crowd of over 500 people at once (1 Corith.15:6).

This wasn't a rumor. It wasn’t symbolic. It was receipts.
It was God saying, “| keep My Word.”

And yet, even though so many saw it with their own eyes...not everyone chose to follow Him.
That part always hits me deeply. Because | see it in our world today... and honestly, I've lived it myself.
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REFLECTION: ! DEEPER INSIGHT
| grew up knowing about God. | believed He :
w%s reaIF;)I was tagught He loved me, but | There are many reasons people see truth but still
didn’t understand His holiness. don’t surrender to it:
And when you don’t know God'’s holiness, you Pride: They don’t want to give up control.
settle for comfort over conviction. Comfort in sin: They prefer what feels good to
That’s how | slipped into the “universe talk,” what’s right.
manifestation, and energy stuff, | wasn’t . , : ;
rejecting God: | just didn’t reverence Him. Fear: They’re afraid of what following Jesus
might cost.
| didn’t realize that believing in Him is not the Culture: They believe in God privately but
same as belonging to Him. e _
hide it publicly.
Believing in God says, “l acknowledge You.” Blindness: The enemy convinces them that

Belonging to God says, “l surrender to You.”

they can believe without obedience.

The first one is intellectual.
The second one is relational. But real freedom is found on the other side of

. surrender. When you say, “Jesus, | believe but more
And that’s what the resurrection proves...not

just that He’s real, but that He’s Lord. than that, | belong to You,” everything changes
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. ALTAR MOMENT
(PERSONAL REFLECTION)

Pause here and ask yourself:
“Where in my life do | believe in God — but still struggle to fully trust Him?”

Maybe it’s in your finances, relationships, career, or identity.
Whatever comes up, take it to the altar.

Because at the altar, belief becomes belonging.
And on the other side of surrender... is after.
Freedom, peace, and a relationship that isn’t built on proof alone, but on presence.

A PRAYER

Father, thank You for proving who You are through the resurrection.

Thank You that my faith isn’t fragile, it’'s founded on truth.

Help me to not just believe in You, but to belong to You.

Strip away pride, fear, and comfort that keep me from surrender.

Teach me to live like I've seen the resurrection myself with boldness, gratitude, and trust.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

JOURNAL PROMPTS:

In what areas of your life do you find it
easiest to believe in God, but hardest to
trust Him?

® AFTERTHOUGHT 11

At The Altar, we surrender.

What Id tbalaiay S s st R But after we live like we’ve seen the proof. Like
w ngin im [ r
youathisovlﬂ/eek?e S o Eal we KNOW the truth. We are not doing God a favor

by just calling ourselves “Christians” if we are not

How does the truth of the resurrection going to actually live like it.

strengthen your faith when you doubt?

Because faith is not blind... it’s built on the One

who conquered death and still keeps every
promise.




